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Introduction 

2009 ς Making the difference  

 

2009 will be remembered by us as the year in which we really got going. Among the 
most visible successes of 2009 are: 

1. Establishment of a Donkey Outreach programme, serving some 500 working 
equines in brick kilns in Kathmandu Valley 

2. Establishment of an Animal Birth Control/Anti Rabies programme for stray 
dogs in the southern part of Kathmandu Valley 

3. Establishment of the Godavari Donkey Sanctuary  
4. Establishment of the Chobar Animal Sanctuary 

By launching two integrated outreach programmes and building two 
rehabilitation/retirement centers for equines and companion animals 2009 became 
the year in which we managed to make a visible difference in the overwhelming 
suffering of the suffering animals of Nepal.  In this year, for many animals our work 
meant the difference between a life of constant suffering and a humane life; for 
quite a few our intervention meant life instead of death. 

Take Naina. This blind donkey was found wandering the busy streets of Kalanki, a 
commercial area in the north-east of Kathmandu. For years she slaved for her owner, 
hauling bricks in a Kathmandu brick kiln. Due to the highly polluted environment of 
the kiln she developed infections in both eyes. Left untreated, Naina slowly turned 
blind. When her owner left for his hometown in June, he simply abandoned Naina in 
the city.  

With the support of volunteers Allison Marston and Emily Kate, Naina arrived at our 
sanctuary on August 16. When she was checked by Dr Sudeep and Surendra, Naina 
was found to be suffering from hoof problems, saddle wounds, malnourishment, and 
stomach problems due to a presence of plastics.  

Naina now is one of the 15 happy residents of our donkey sanctuary. She has 
become big and healthy, and loves being brushed. She is always the first to greet 
visitors by sniffing and touching them. Without our intervention Naina would have 
certainly died a slow and painful death on the streets of Kathmandu. 
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2009 was also the year of historical elections. The elections consolidated peace and 
the former Maoist guerrillas led NepalΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳƭǘǊŀ-left government. Sadly, 2009 saw 
the nascent republic plunge into chaos with the political parties squandering 
opportunities of stability. 

2009 among ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ΨDŀŘƛƳŀƛ 
¸ŜŀǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ōǊǳǘŀƭ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
some 200,000 animals. Animal Nepal was in the forefront of the campaign and 
managed to mobilize the international community and media. Despite three months 
of hard work we were unable to stop the carnage.  

We were there at the blood bath and will never be able to forget the eyes of the 
20,000 buffaloes kŜǇǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ŘǊǳƴƪ ΨŘŜǾƻǘŜŜǎΩΦ We never 
experienced a greater sense of helplessness, and never felt more disappointed by 
mankind. It took time to heal this pain, and to create a basis for a 5-year long Stop 
Animal Sacrifice campaign. We have vowed to stop the Gadimai killings in 2014 and 
will leave no stone unturned to achieve this goal.  

None of the achievements were possible without our staff. We want to thank 
programme manager Krishna Singh and vets Sudeep Koirala and Surendra Basyal. We 
also thank caretakers Mohan, Narayan, Nanimaya and Thulo Kanchha.  

We owe countless local sponsors who provided us with money for our Emergency 
Treatment Fund or small grants for the construction of the two sanctuaries. We 
thank our partner organizations in the Animal Welfare Network Nepal for creating a 
joint task force to fight animal abuse in Nepal.   

Last but not least we want to thank our loyal international donors, Animal Aid 
Abroad (Australia), Brigitte Bardot Foundation (France), Donkey Sanctuary (India), 
Humane Society International (USA, Australia), Mayhew Animal Home (UK), Serve & 
Share (Holland) ŀƴŘ ол aƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŘΩ!Ƴƛǎ (France). Without your help we would not 
have come this far! 

 

Pramada Shah ς Vice President, Volunteer Director 
Lucia de Vries ς Volunteer Director 
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2009 in words and images 

January  

Animal Nepal organizes regular 

donkey clinics 

The conditions of 

hundreds of working 

donkeys in brick kilns in 

Kathmandu Valley is 

pathetic. Away from the 

public eye donkeys are 

made to carry bricks 

until they (literally) drop 

dead. They are 

underfed, overloaded, 

and until recently 

virtually all of them 

suffered from infections, 

open sores, malnutrition 

and dehydration. A significant number of 

donkeys can't work because they are blind or 

lame or have given birth. Still, the donkey 

owners even force these donkeys to work. 

Animal Nepal introduced donkey clinics in 

December 2008 with the help of volunteer 

(student) vets from the Himalayan College of 

Agricultural Science and Technology HICAST. 

Volunteers build rapport with the kiln managers 

and donkey owners and started treating the sick 

and injured donkeys. They also provided 

preventive health care, including tetanus 

injections, deworming and mineral/vitamin 

supplements. The clinics were conducted with 

the help of local donations. 

Different members of the Animal Welfare 

Network Nepal, when hearing about the terrible 

abuse taking place in brick kilns, came to the 

ǊŜǎŎǳŜΦ {t/!bΩǎ aŀƭƛƪŀ bŜǇŀƭ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ over 

medicines worth NRs 20.000 to Animal Nepal's 

vet, Dr Sudip Koirala. KAT offered two training 

positions for equine vets at the Donkey 

Sanctuary in Ahmadabad, India. Vets Sudip and 

Surendra will travel there in September. 

Animal Nepal wants to thank everyone who 

made the donkey clinics a success! 

February  

February 6 ς Dr Jane Goodall leaves 

audience spellbound 

The Animal 

Welfare 

Network 

Nepal 

today 

facilitated 

a public 

talk by Dr 

Jane 

Goodall at 

the Patan Museum at a public talk. Goodall is a 

most inspiring speaker. Each time she visits 

Nepal Dr Goodall manages to activate countless 

people (young and old) to become involved in 

conservation and animal welfare. 

During the talk Dr Goodall handed over the 

Youth Leadership Award 2008 to Manoj 

Gautam, Roots and Shoots Nepal country 

representative and founder member of AWNN. 

The programme also saw the launch of the 

documentary 'Brick and Donkeys - Foundation 

of Abuse' produced by Animal Nepal (watch it at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C22Mg-

TFMf4). 
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During the talk programme AWNN chair and 

Animal Nepal vice President Pramada Shah 

launched an Emergency Animal Treatment 

Fund. Nabil Bank's CEO Mr Anil Shah handed 

over a cheque of NRs 25,000 as a contribution. 

March 

Dog rescues go up 

AN in the 

past month 

rescued a 

larger 

number of 

injured or 

sick stray 

dogs than 

usual. Sadly 

five of them 

had to be 

put to sleep, including a rabid dog. Skin 

problems are on the increase due to the hot 

weather and water shortage. Raki was 

welcomed at the SPCAN shelter where he 

receives intensive care. Sadly Raki died a few 

days later. 

Ψ.ǊƛŎƪ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘ-shirts 

Animal Nepal has allocated a brick kiln in 

Bungamati as a model kiln where it will 

establish a daycare centre for children below 5, 

and admit children aged 5-12 at a local school. 

If the project is successful it will be replicated in 

all the ten brick kilns where we work.  

When a group of Dutch friends heard about this 

initiative they quickly organised a donation 

drive. Within a week they raised no less than 

830 euro! They also collected almost 50 (second 

hand) t-shirts for the brick kids.  

Coordinator Judith de Vries personally handed 

over the money and t-shirts at the Bungamati 

Brick Kiln. 

The parents 

expressed 

their 

appreciation. 

'We really 

want our 

children to 

go to school. 

Once the daycare centre starts we will send will 

release our kids from work,' they said. 

April 

Blind donkey finds loving home 

Lucia, a blind donkey, until recently all day 

stood motionless in the hot sun, waiting for her 

owner to return. She had gotten blind a year 

ago, due to malnutrition and untreated eye 

infections. Since then she was unable to carry 

bricks and was left to fend for herself. 

Today she lives a 5-star retired life, featuring a 

large meadow, a comfortable stable, nutrituous 

food, daily brushing, and lots of favourite 

snacks: carrots. 

Lucia was adopted 

by hotel manager 

Kit Spencer and his 

wife Maura. They 

provide her with 

lots of TLC, to which 

the donkey reacts 

very well. 

Lucia is one of the countless working donkeys 

that became handicapped due to negligence 

and overwork. Some go blind or break a limb, 

others develop tetanus, colic, pneumonia, or 

simply die from exhaustion. 
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We congratulate the Summit Trekking with its 

new addition and hope many trekking 

companies will follow the company's example 

May 

May 2, 2009 ς Animal Nepal Moves 

Ahead in ABC/AR Project 

Today we started a 3 day CAT (Community 

Animal Treatment) and signed a lease 

agreement for a piece of land. The CAT training 

and construction of dog treatment centre are 

important steps in our ABC/AR project. 

Animal Birth 

Control and 

Anti Rabies 

(ABC/AR) are 

at the heart of 

our approach 

to reduce the 

suffering of 

stray dogs in 

Lalitpur 

District. Our 

vision is to build a community preventive health 

care network. CAT volunteers are trained and 

guided to be out main contact in the 

communities. The CAT training drew 15 

participants from all walks of life. Volunteer 

director Pramada Shah gave an introduction 

after which trainers Krishna and Sudeep took 

over. Two rescued dogs, Benji and Beta, 

volunteered as guinea pigs and were 

abundantly bandaged... 

Our ABC/AR center will be build in Chobar, a 

beautiful historical village just across the 

Bagmati river from Patan. Here we signed an 

lease agreement for a plot of land for15 years 

with the Adinath Forest Committee. Due to 

!bΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ 

committee's legal problems with a local 

abandoned cement factory the process took 

over three months.   

May 19  - Over 1000 Signatures for 

Nepalese Donkeys 

Animal Nepal together with Animal Welfare 

Network Nepal (AWNN) today handed over a 

petition signed by over one thousand people 

from all over the world to stop donkey abuse to 

the Joint Secretary at the Ministry for 

Agriculture and Cooperatives, Dr Hari Dahal. 

The petition titled 'Stop donkey misery in Nepal' 

was signed by 1036 people from countries like 

Nepal, India, US, UK, Italy, Australia, France, 

Germany, Norway, Mexico, Canada, South 

Africa, Netherlands, Belgium and others. The 

purpose of the signature campaign is to raise 

awareness to stop cruelty on working animals 

like donkeys. The petition demands concerned 

authorities and donkey owners to introduce a 

care system for these animals that suffer from 

malnutrition, open sores, lacerations, and 

general neglect. 

Members of An and AWNN 

also urged the Joint Secretary 

to implement the Animal 

Transportation Act and 

wished to participate in 

drafting of the Animal 

Welfare Act. Mr Dahal was positive about these 

concerns and expressed commitment to take 

initiative on monitoring the execution of the 

Animal Transportation Act or the Pasu Dhuwani 

Mapdanda 2064. 

Animal Nepal Director Pramada Shah, after 

handing over the petition hoped that the 

ministry would cooperate in raising animal 

welfare issues and that the Animal Welfare Act 

would soon be finalised and send to the 

Parliament. 
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May 23 - Prayer to Mother Earth 

Animal Nepal today conducted a boomi puja to 

prepare for the construction of our ABC centre 

and rehabilitation centre. The centre will 

address the problems of stray dogs in Lalitpur 

district and Kirtipur municipality. 

A Hindu priest led the boomi puja, 

a ritual that is common in Asia to 

prepare land for construction. The 

puja acts to overcome obstacles 

and is a prayer to Mother Earth to 

protect all living beings during the construction. 

Vegetarian offerings such as flowers and fruits 

were offered in the presence of board members 

Manoj Gautam, Pramada Shah and staff 

members Krishna Singh and Sudip Koirala. 

The center will rehabilitate sick and injured 

stray dogs, and spay and vaccinate female dogs. 

The project is supported by Brigitte Bardot 

Foundation, Humane Society International and 

Mayhew Animal Home. A number of individual 

sponsors fund a kennel in the name of their 

loves one. 

June 

June 6 - Design for Donkey Sanctuary 

Completed 

This week the design for the Donkey Sanctuary 

has been completed. The Sanctuary is designed 

to house 25 sick or injured donkeys. Animal 

Nepal has leased 6 ropani of land in Janawarasi 

VDC, close to 7 Godavari brick kilns. The land 

has no road access as yet, but will be connected 

next year. 

A 

rehabilitati

on center 

for 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƻƴƪŜȅǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ !ƴƛƳŀƭ bŜǇŀƭΩǎ 

work among 400-500 horses and donkeys in 

Lalitpur brick kilns. A relatively high number of 

horses and donkeys suffer from injuries or 

extreme exhaustion, and need special care. 

The Sanctuary will be completed in August. The 

construction will be supported by Brigitte 

Bardot Foundation. In order to support the 

running costs, Animal Nepal together with 

Animal Aid Abroad, offers an Adopt a Donkey 

programme for individuals and groups. 

June 8 - Animal Nepal Conducts 

Survey of Equines 

in Nepalgunj 

Members of Animal 

Nepal are leaving for 

Nepalgunj tomorrow 

to carry out a research 

into the conditions of 

working donkeys in 

Banke District. The 

team comprises of Dr 

Sudeep Koirala, 

veterinarian and 

Krishna Singh, 

Programme Manager. 

During their week-long visit Koirala and Singh 

will prepare a survey of working donkeys.  The 

Nepal government till now has not carried out a 

census on working animals. The team will also 

find out how farmers use donkeys as an 

economic resource. The team will research the 

dependency of owners on donkeys for their 

livelihood and if they are engaged in some 

other activities too. The team will assess will 

how donkeys are managed and if animal 

welfare standards are being met. 

άhƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ 

population from Nepalgunj, we will collect 

secondary data from the regions where the 
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ŘƻƴƪŜȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 5Ǌ YƻƛǊŀƭŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ 

plans to present the final data to the 

Government. 

Animal Nepal with the support of Animal 

Welfare Network Nepal has been supporting 

working donkeys in brick kilns since December 

2008. Working horses, mules and donkeys 

mostly come from India, which is why border 

towns like Nepalgunj house numerous equines. 

From here the working equines are marketed to 

other parts of the country. All donkeys working 

in brick kilns in Kathmandu District are 

transported from Western Nepal to Kathmandu 

during the brick season (December - May).  

June 18 - Animal Nepal Shocked by 

Equine Misery in Western Nepal 

Animal Nepal staff Dr Sudeep Koirala and 

Krishna Singh returned safely fom Western 

Nepal, where they were shocked by the critical 

conditions of 

horses, donkeys 

and mules. 

 άIƻǊǎŜǎΣ 

donkeys and 

mules are used 

as income 

generating 

objects by 

migrants who live close to the Indian border. No 

one seems to care for these animals, and have 

no knowledge whatoever about equine disease 

ŀƴŘ ȊƻƻƴƻǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎέΣ ǎŀȅǎ 5Ǌ YƻƛǊŀƭŀΦ 

AN staff counted a total of 636 mules and 

donkeys. According to Programme Manager 

Krishna Singh horses, mules and donkeys in this 

part of Nepal are treated as stray animals and 

the problems they face include lack of shelter, 

(preventive) health care, nutritious food, as well 

as the absence of registration by the 

authorities. 

 Koirala and Singh met with district and 

municipality authorities and vets. They held 

classes for donkey owners and conducted 

surveys among community members on the 

management of equines. The full report will 

soon be published on our website. 

AN together with the Animal Welfare Network 

Nepal in May handed over more than 1000 

signatures to the Ministry of Agriculture, 

pleading for better conditions for working 

animals, specially equines.  The Ministry has 

started broadcasting messages on humane and 

professional transport of working animals. 

June 15 - CAT Volunteers Start their Work 

After completing the 2,5 day Community Animal 

Treatment (CAT) Volunteer training, 7 out of 12 

participants took the exam and received a 

certificate and medical kit. 

An organised the training to create a 

community based preventive healthcare system 

for stray dogs. CAT volunteers will be supported 

to prepare a survey of dogs in their 

neighbourhood, provide first aid, organise 

vaccination camps and educate dog owners and 

community members. 

AN developed a CAT Manual, which has been 

translated into Nepali. Read the English version 

on this website. 

The volunteers will be supervised by our staff 

and will be invited for follow up meetings. We 

wish them every bit of good luck! 

 June 23 - Animal Nepal Rescues 

Injured Stray 

Cow 

Yesterday CAT 

volunteers Reshma 

and Anil called AN 

for help for a cow 


