Animal Welfare Network Nepal

AWNN’s vision for wildlife breeding

Background

Commercial wildlife breeding on the surface seems a profitable venture for a developing
country like Nepal. As the Wildlife Breeding Act 2003" points out, ‘special attention has
to be given on how forest and wildlife conservation can contribute to human welfare and
sustainable development of the country as a whole through public participation’. The
present law permits the commerical breeding of Gharial, Crocodile, Black Buck,
Danphe, Monal, Cheer pheasant, Barking deer, Spotted deer, Samber deer, Monkey
(Rhesus monkey), Hog deer, Wild boar, Snakes and all kinds of birds. The seed
animals are provided by the government to those who have a license.

However, Conservationists across the world have for a long time been skeptical about
the commercial breeding of wild animals, arguing that it allows for even more blatant
poaching as the dividing line between what is wild and what has been bred in captivity is
blurred. Furthermore, environmental activists argue that the breeding of animals, such
as tigers and rhinos, for the sole purpose of producing medicines, especially in cases
where there is no evidence of any curative value of the substances derived, is an
ethically questionable practice.

In general, commercial wildlife breeding in developing countries has proven to be
detrimental to conservation. It promotes illegal wildlife trade and animal abuse and does
not benefit impoverished communities who depend on Nepal’s rich biodiversity.
Although no research has been carried out in Nepal as yet we believe the wildlife
breeding act here too has led to numerous abuses.

Why are we against commercial wildlife breeding?

1. Nepal is unable to effectively monitor commercial wildlife breeding

! See for full text www.dnpwc.gov.np/Wildlife%20Farming.pdf



e The only breeding monitoring unit at DNPWC? has no separately allocated
budget, leaving the monitoring task of the unit confined to paper

e There are no proper technologies and facilities in the country required for
authentic monitoring of breeding processes

e Breeding licenses provided to a large number of individuals/organisations will
make the process even more impracticable as the monitoring team is unable
visit every breeding center in the country on a regular basis

2. Nepal has no specific data on wildlife populations

Absence of specific data on wildlife population has posed a serious risk to the
safety of some of the endangered species found in Nepal. As pointed out by
conservation specialists, no scientific study on wildlife has been conducted from
the biodiversity point of view yet. In the absence of an inventory and research
there is a high chance of wildlife disappearance.

Before embarking upon capturing animals from the wild to provide as seed
animals to breeders the government must first take stock of its population. For
instance, breeding rhesus monkeys is facilitated, with the government capturing
them from different parts of the country. However, no in-depth research into the
population of rhesus monkey, with the exception of temple monkeys in
Kathmandu Valley, has been carried out.

Introducing wildlife breeding cannot be done unless extensive research has been
carried out.

3. Nepal has no proper CITES laws

Although Nepal signed CITES in the 70s there still is no legislation to enforce the
guidelines. This means that although in theory Nepal is concerned about the
international trade in animals, there is no legislation to implement CITES. Unless
national CITES laws and a functioning implementing and monitoring team is
established the Nepal government should not embark on any form of wildlife
breeding/trading.

4. Wildlife breeding promotes illegal wildlife trade

Wildlife trafficking is big business in Nepal and in Asia as a whole. In developing
countries commercial breeding has led to a sharp increase in poaching and wildlife
trafficking due to the fact that the line between ‘wild’ and ‘bred’ animals becomes
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blurred. Animals are taken from the wild and traded as legitimate captive animals.
Lack of monitoring and corruption further contributes to the abuse.

Wildlife sales and trafficking in the recent decades has seen an enormous increase
in Asia. For many years, Nepal has been widely regarded as a conservation
success. But now it is emerging as an international transit point for illegal wildlife
goods, particularly those being moved between India and China.

The situation is worsened by a complete absence of laws to protect and monitor
imported exotic wildlife species imported by breeders. If released into local
ecosystems by accident or design, such a biological invasion of non-native species
(by predation, competition and spread of disease) can have a far reaching impact
on agriculture, forestry, fisheries and development.

But trafficking in rare and exotic wildlife is big business in India! And it is being
conducted in utter anarchy in a legal vacuum. Every year, hundreds of animals
enter the exotic pet trade but no governmental authority will own the responsibility
of tracking imported exotic animals and ascertaining whether they have been
released into the local habitat.

Case Study
Disposable Animals

As Asia becomes global competitive in the booming biotech industry, laboratory
demand for monkeys has never been stronger. Breeders in China, Bangladesh,
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore are selling all they can produce,
while biotech leaders are actively encouraging other nations to get into the
business, including Nepal.
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2008 winner of National Geopgraphic Photo Competition was a photo of Li Feng
showing monkeys in shopping-bag-like cages made from wire. The monkeys
came from a breeding centre in Vietham and were destined for a biomedical lab
in China. The breeding centers are a transit site for the most sophisticated and
largest trans-border wildlife trafficking network in Vietnam up to now.

By now there is serious depletion of wild monkey populations in Southeast Asia.
The monkeys are supplied to Chinese laboratories and from there possibly sold
to research centres in the USA.

Increasingly wild animals are considered commodities in Asia and undergo
tremendous suffering by being captured, trafficked and used as disposable
guinee pigs.

All this is against the spirit of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) of which Nepal is a
member country. We feel that Nepal cannot demand cooperation from other
countries to control trafficking in rhino horns and other wildlife parts if it creates a
consumer market by commercially breeding wildlife species.

5. Wildlife breeding promotes sale of exotic species as pets

Commercial wildlife breeders are creating a consumer market for endangered
species by selling them. Every year, millions of exotic animals are captured from
the wild or produced in captivity for commercial profit or human amusement, only
to languish in conditions that fail to meet their instinctive behavioral and physical
needs.

The trade in exotic animals is a multi-billion dollar industry, and exotic animals
are bred, sold, and traded in large numbers. Even when bred in captivity, exotic
animals are not to be considered domesticated animals. They are the native
species of other countries and all their inherent behavioral and physical needs
remain intact. Sadly, deprivation of their natural behaviors is an inescapable
component of their captivity. Captive animalsfrequently suffer from captivity-
related stress, leading to behavioral and physical problems. They also very
commonly suffer from nutritional diseases through the ignorance of those who
purchase these exotic animals. Those animals frequentlypose grave dangers to
human health and safety. By their very nature, exotic animals are unpredictable
and are incapable of being domesticated or tamed.

Too many people purchase wildlife as "pets," only to discover they are ill-
equipped to meet these animals' complex needs after which they are ‘dumped’ at
shelters.



Case Study
Birds of Many Feathers

Worldwide millions of birds are sold in international trade each year. “Bird
laundering” happens when illegal birds are shipped to locations with lesser import
and export restrictions and enforcement mechanisms, and then subsequently
reshipped “legally” to other nations.

Recently reports have appeared that target Nepal as a hub for bird smuggling
and laundering. The Wildlife Protection Society India, recently called for a tighter
control of the UP-Nepal border. According to WPSI smuggled India birds like
parakeets and munias are sold in Kathmandu, whereas expensive birds are
smuggled to Pakistan and West Asian countries through direct flights from
Kathmandu?®.

Owls are one of the species that are smuggled from India to Europe and the
Middle East through Nepal. Bird experts say that three species of owls - the Barn
Owl, Great Horned Owl and the Eurasian Eagle Owl - are currently in demand.
Each of the birds could fetch between Rs.300,000 ($7,000) and Rs.500,000
($11,800) in the global market.

Other birds stay in the country. Many species of endangered birds are for sale in
the open markets of Kathmandu. No authority acts
against the vendors”. Birds captured from the wild can
easily be sold as captive birds.

Y DNPWC, after introduction of the 2003 Wildlife Breeding

.\}‘& Policy, provided import permits to many individuals. This
despite the fact that the policy does not include a clause for wildlife import or
export permits.

One would imagine that the Department would carefully specify the nature and
volume of the imports and closely monitor the process. That did not happen. In
reality there were no hurdles for importers to bring any species into the country.
There is no rule for the importer to pre-inform the department about new arrivals.
Also, there is no one with required expertise in the custom office to identify the
species of the birds imported. No one knows if the imported birds are the ones
mentioned in the permit. There are no records on how many and what kind of
birds landed in the country and went through the route of the infamous ‘pet
trade’.

Many of the birds do not survive the trauma of capturing and transit. The higher
degree of concealment increases mortality. The illegal importers also bypass

® http://www.indianexpress.com/res/web/ple/ie/daily/19990304/ige04034.html
4http://www.ecoearth.im‘o/shared/reader/welcome.aspx?linkid:13607&keybold=wiIdIife%20AN D%20%20b
ear%20AND%20%20bile%20AND%20%20trade




vaccination norms. Imported birds, if not properly vaccinated and quarantined,
can become carriers of diseases, with the danger of bird flu spreading across the
globe.

6. Nepal has no animal welfare legislation

Nepal has no proper animal welfare legislation to fight animal cruelty. Wildlife
breeding to an outsider is a harmless venture that does not harm the animals
involved. In reality the captured animals suffer tremendously. Most captured
animals do not live long — snakes captured from the wild live for maximum three
months in captivity. The death rate among lab monkeys is calculated to be 75%.
Many countries banned biomedical research on monkeys after witnessing the
torture inflicted on the animals.
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In Asia especially wildlife breeding has led to extreme forms of animal cruelty.
Endangered species are skinned and boiled alive, for the sake of dining
entertainment or fashion. Tigers, bears, alligators and other species are bred in
the name of conservation, only to be sold to scrupulous companies producing
medicines made out of wildlife parts.

In Nepal any cruelty conducted in the name of wildlife breeding will go
unmonitored by welfare officers. Animal welfare organisations will have a difficult
time visiting the premises and taking action against any form of abuse. Therefore
wildlife breeding cannot be introduced as long as there is no supportive welfare
legislation.

Case Study
Handbag snakes

For many rich foreigners and a growing Thai upper class with a taste for the rare and
exotic, Kaithong restaurant in Chiangmai in Thailand's north is a paradise; for
environmentalists, it reflects the growing threat to the world's wildlife. Here one can
order steaks made from endangered cobras and pythons and also the meat of
crocodiles, wild boar, soft shelled turtles, monitor lizards, hares, eels and partridges.

Many of these species are protected by law in Thailand, yet many end up on the menus
of restaurants across Asia, where enforcement is hindered by lack of resources and
corruption among officials.




But for wildlife protection activists in Thailand, what is even more worrying, is a trend
towards legalizing the commercial breeding of exotic and endangered species.

While many of the animals chosen for such breeding are not native to Thailand like
camels and ostriches, several Thai farmers also
breed native crocodiles and now even tigers. The
commercial breeding of wildlife promotes extreme
animal cruelty, such at snake breeding farms where
snake skin is produced. Snake & lizard skin often
comes from reptiles skinned alive because of the
belief that live flaying imparts more elasticity, or
“give,” if taken when the snake or lizard is still alive.
A nail through the head pins the animal to a tree, a
foot holds the writhing tail straight, and a knife cuts down each side to rip off the skin.

It is hard to believe that snake breeding is taking place with the endorsement of the Thai
government, in the name of suppporting poor communities...

7. Wildlife breeding can lead to unmonitored biomedical research

Biomedical research is a controversial issue that needs in depth debates within
society and government. Many countries are in the process of phasing out animal
testing and are finding alternative testing methods.

In any case, no biomedical research should be allowed without laws to regulate the
use of animals in science. Guidelines need to be drawn up. Licensed animal
experiments may only be performed in institutes or laboratories which have the
necessary personnel and facilities for housing the species used, and under the
responsibility of persons having the necessary competence, training and practical
experience. The licensed researcher has to be acquainted with the particular types
of laboratory animals, their needs and diseases as well as their use in experiments
and has to be able to provide for their adequate care with the help of a licensed
veterinarian.




In Nepal there is no legislation that regulates biomedical research. Nevertheless
animal testing takes place in different government offices and institutes. Wildlife
breeding may further promote such illegal practices.

Case Study
Monkey Business

In Lele, Lalitpur, over 300 monkeys await their fate behind wire netting. Over
7,000 people from all of over the world have signed a petition asking the
government to release the monkeys. Demonstrations have been held in almost
all European capitals, in the USA and at the United Nations. Letters have been
send by Maneka Gandhi, Brigitte Bardot, Peta India, Animal Aid Abroad, IPPL
and countless others to the Prime Minister and President requesting them the
same.

Yet the monkeys remain caged. In
Nepal monkeys are considered
sacred by Hindus and Buddhists.
There has been no in depth
research into their numbers.
Nevertheless rhesus monkeys have
been captured and sold by the
government, in a move that does
not have any popular support. One
in ten monkeys dies a ‘natural
death’ at the centre. Over ten
percent of the monkeys are euthanized because they carry a (usually harmless)
disease. Despite the aim of the government to benefit impoverished communities
through wildlife breeding, monkey ‘production’ does not benefit any rural
community. Instead a handful of well-connected individuals benefit. Instead
Nepal is losing business as some o
animal rights groups have called fora =
tourism ban as long as the
government allows this ‘monkey
business’.

The Lele monkeys have no place to
go as according to the Ministry of
Forests and Soil Conservation export
licenses cannot be issued. But the
authorities do not call for release or
rehabilitation of the monkeys. They
take no responsibility for the animals,
some of whom were forcefully taken
from the wild.




At the Lele centre little or no government monitoring takes place and there is no
animal welfare law regulates the monkey research. Animal welfare organisations
do not receive permission to visit and monitor the premises.

The breeding of rhesus monkeys for biomedical and biowarfare research in the
USA has become a source of embarrassment for the people and government of
Nepal. Yet the monkeys remain caged. If wildlife breeding is reintroduced by the
government this may enable breeders to conduct biomedical research on
monkeys within the country.

Despite the fact that they share 95% of their genes with humans, rhesus
monkeys are not treated kindly by the researchers. It is estimated that 75% of lab
monkeys are killed — mostly because of risk of disease transmission®.

The use of nonhuman primates in medical
research raises serious ethical concerns.
Today there are an estimated 55,000 to
85,000 nonhuman primates in research
laboratories in the United States. Most of
these animals are kept in isolation in
traditional steel cages. Self-injurious
behavior, including self-mutilation, commonly
occurs in macaques and other nonhuman
primates used in laboratory research.
Research conducted by medical scientists has demonstrated that, despite
welfare regulations, nonhuman primates suffer physically and psychologically as
a result of their use in research.

When will the government acknowledge the widespread resistance among the
public, both in Nepal and outside the country, and call for release or rehabilitation
of the Lele monkeys?

For more information see www.stopmonkeybusiness.org

Alternatives

Nepal is renowned for its community-based conservation efforts. The
Government made provisions to plough back up to 50 percent of the revenues
earned by the Protected Areas to community development activities of local
communities through respective buffer zone management committees. Instead of

® According to a 1992 investigation by the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection, 75% of the
nonhuman primates may be killed at holding centers, partially because of the risk for disease
transmission


http://www.stopmonkeybusiness.org/

commercial wildlife breeding the government can introduce many other kinds of
wildlife related income generation activities that benefit poor communities.

Case Study
Snakes as a cash crop -

=

Breeding snakes for venom production raises many ethical questions. The
snakes, which have an average lifespan of 10-20 years in the wild, last not more
than a few months when kept in captivity. If they don’t die a quick natural death
the captive snakes are in danger of being killed for their skins.

The members of a south Indian tribe which was on the brink of economic disaster
have turned their unique skills into a lucrative business. For centuries, the Irulas
have been snake and rat catchers, and for at least three generations they were
the main suppliers to the Indian snakeskin industry.

But the tribe faced ruin in the 1970s when new conservation laws banned their
trade. They responded by forming a business that has preserved their traditions
and helped them edge towards financial security.

The Irulas are now the only suppliers of snake venom to laboratories across
India, which use it in the production of life saving anti-
venom serum. The scheme has been such a success
that the tribe has applied for government permission to
export venom to laboratories across the world.

In 1978, 25 members of the tribe formed the Irula
Snake-Catchers Industrial Co-operative Society, which is
now issued with nearly 130 hunting permits by the Indian
# government every year.

= These allow members of the co-operative to legally
capture India's four most deadly species of snake - the cobra, the krait, the
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Russells viper, and the saw-scaled viper.

For more information:

Animal Welfare Network Nepal
Secretariat Animal Nepal, c/o Saathi Nepal, Ekantakuna, Patan

Postal address: PO Box 7770, Kathmandu
Email: awnnepal@gmail.com
Website: www.awnnepal.blogspot.com
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