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AWNN in a recent survey has found that the random release of at least 210 

captive rhesus monkeys at Shivapuri Nagarjuna National Park has not only led to 

the death of at least 35 monkeys but has also greatly increased the human-

macaque conflict. The number of monkeys in the Park according to locals has 

increased with at least 300%. Humans face a high increase in crop raiding and 

aggression from monkeys. People in Chhattre Deurali and Jitpur VDC  are forced 

to guard their crops day and night. The monkeys have little fear of humans and 

seem to suffer from hunger and distress. 

The government or park authorities failed to inform and educate local 

communities about the random monkey releases. At least two monkeys have 

already been killed by angry people. No authority has taken the complaints and 

requests for compensation of the local communities serious. AWNN expects that 

more monkeys will be killed by humans if the government does not take 

immediate action.  

Animal welfare organisations have lobbied for scientific rehabilitation since 

February 2009 and are deeply disappointed about the ad hoc release of the 

captive monkeys. AWNN urges the government to take immediate action to 

prevent more monkey deaths and increased human-monkey conflict.   

AWNN calls for the government to: 



 
 
 
 

1. Publicise the cause of death of at least 35 monkeys; monitor the surviving 

monkeys 

2. Stop further releases of captive monkeys 

3. Immediately recapture the released monkeys and treat sick individuals 

4. Implement a scientific rehabilitation programme for the surviving monkeys 

according to international guidelines 

5. Cooperate with animal welfare organisations and other stakeholders to 

guarantee the wellbeing of the surviving monkeys in the process 

6. Provide information and compensation to local communities in and around 

the Park 

 

Major findings  

1. At least 35 monkeys have died inside the Park. They have been buried by 

army and forest officers 

2. No consultation has been carried out by the Park authorities or government 

bodies with local communities prior to releasing monkeys inside the Park 

3. No monitoring of released monkeys seems to take place 

4. Monkeys in the Park hardly fear humans and appear agitated and 

distressed 

5. People living in and around the Shivapuri Nagarjuna National Parks are 

deeply dissatisfied with the releases and the lack of support to both 

humans and monkeys 

6. People in and around the National Park are seeking compensation for the 

losses they have been suffering. Their complaints are not taken seriously by 

authorities 

7. The released monkeys enter human habitat. Monkeys even enter into 

shops and vegetables gardens. Monkeys at times block jungle paths barring 

people  

8. At least two monkeys have been killed by locals  

9. The human-monkey in and around the Park has become so serious that 

monkeys may be poisoned or killed otherwise by irritated locals 



 
 
 
 

 

Background 
 

Animal Welfare Network Nepal (AWNN) since its inception in 2008 has coordinated the Stop 

Monkey Business Campaign, launched by Animal Nepal and Roots and Shoots Nepal in 2003 

(later joined by Wildlife Watch Group). The groups mobilised the media and international 

groups and carried out various campaign activities. After filing a Public Interest Litigation a 

government committee in August 2009 ordered a stay order. In November the Minister of 

Forests and Soil Conservation reinforced the decision and tells breeders to release the 

monkeys. 

 

In April 2010 AWNN was alerted by reports from locals in the vicinity of Shivapuri Nagarjuna 

National Park that former captive rhesus monkeys released by the government in 2009-2010 

were dying. The government in December 2009 released the first batch of 36 rhesus monkeys 

kept at a breeding centre. More monkeys (a total of 250 according to news reports, 210 to eye 

witnesses) were gradually released in the beginning of 2010. According to Wildlife Watch Group 

the moment would be Ψmarked in the conservation movement of Nepal as an important date as 

ΧΦ ώǘϐhis is strong message to home and abroad that the present government of Nepal and its 

forest minister Mr. Deepak Bohara is firmly committed to stop monkey businessΦέ  

 

Shiva Raj Bhatta, the spokesperson for the DNPWC (Department of National Park and Wildlife 

Conservation) informed Republica on January 24, 2010 that 30 seed monkeys had been 

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψa team formed under the park officials ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎΦέ He 

ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ Ψwill observe whether the monkeys adjust to the environment in the wildΩ ŀƴŘ 

Ψcan live in harmony with the original monkeys from Shivapuri, learn to eat wild food and live in 

a healthy atmosphereΩΦ 

 

AWNN lobbied for the scientific rehabilitation of the captive monkeys as soon as the export of 

simians to US labs was halted in 2009. Since February 2009 the network campaigned against 

the random release of captive monkeys (see press releases in Annex 2 and 3). On May 9, 2009, 

Pramada Shah, AWNN President said in an interview with Republica: "We are looking for 

Rhesus Macaque rehabilitation expertise, additional funds and any other support that can help 

in the successful re-release of all the 400 macaques in the wild. The rehabilitation of these 

monkeys will be a big step in the field of animal conservation. Since the ministry is positive, we 

are hopeful that things would work as planned." 



 
 
 
 

AWNN during negotiations agreed with the Ministry to be involved in the management of a 

rehabilitation programme and to bring in the needed technical assistance and funds. In October 

2009 a letter of intent to rehabilitate the monkeys was submitted to the Ministry of Forestry 

and Soil Conservation and Department of Wildlife. Since in Nepal expertise in captive monkey 

rehabilitation is limited, AWNN requested AAP Foundation Holland to provide the much needed 

technical assistance.  

The AAP team during a visit to Nepal in January 2010 however was denied access to the 

breeding center. Despite many attempts, animal welfare experts and campaigners have not 

been able to visit the Lele monkeys nor get the required information till today. Negotiations 

about a joint rehabilitation project with the Ministry proofed unsuccessful, due to 

miscommunication and an appareƴǘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ΨƎŜǘ ǊƛŘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ   

The Himalayan Times on May 10, 2010 reported that according to park officials, a group of 

about 30 primates were found dead in the past two weeks, and that the cause of death remains 

shrouded in mystery. ¢I¢ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎ ŘƛŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΩΦ {ƘȅŀƳ .ŀƧƛƳŀȅŀΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜ ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎ ΨǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ to 

adapt to the wild habitat and the remaining ones may also die as there is high competition in 

ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘΩΦ  

Chief Warden Gopal Bhattari said that the serum of the dead monkeys has been sent to the 

laboratory test. Since then no news Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΩΦ  

Concerned about the deaths of randomly released monkeys at Shivapuri, AWNN decided to 

research the general conditions in the national park and the conditions of the surviving 

monkeys.   

 

Methodology 

In the period May 31 till June 3, 2010 a team of volunteer researchers coordinated by campaign 

coordinator Mahesh Sharma conducted a survey in and around Shivapuri Nagarjuna National 

Park. The survey focused on the status of Rhesus Monkeys and perception of local people 

towards the government decision to randomly release hundreds of captive Rhesus Monkeys 

kept at the Lele Breeding Center. 

According to details from the Wildlife Watch Group, the following releases took place: 
 

- December 18, 2009: 41 monkeys (31 adult and 10 F1) in the Chhahare Khola jungle 



 
 
 
 

- February 10, 2010:  47 monkeys (32 adult and 15 F1) 
- April 21, 2010: 83 monkeys (55 adult and 28 F1) in the Andheri Khola jungle 
- April 22, 2010: 39 monkeys (35 adults and 4 F1) 

 
The records of these four releases were produced in the deeds in the presence of the 

representatives of Shivapuri Nagarjuna National 

Park and the representative of Nepal Biomedical 

Research Center (NBRC). According to Mr. 

Prabeshman Shrestha, managing director of NBRC 

and Lele Monkey Breeding Center a lot of monkeys 

were released on December 29, 2009 with the 

knowledge of Department of National Park and 

Wildlife Conservation but without due notice to the 

management of Shivapuri Nagarjuna National Park. 

The team concluded that 210 monkeys were 

randomly released inside the Park, thus ignoring 

scientific guidelines published in the Rehabilitation and Reintroduction Plan of The World 

Conservation Union (IUCN). According to news reports some 35 monkeys had died by the 

middle of May 2010.   

The team carried out a 3-days baseline survey to get insights from local dwellers in the vicinity 

of the Park. The team has also collected data on the loss and trouble incurred by locals due to 

random releases of monkeys inside Park.  

 

Survey Site 

 

Chhattre Deurali V.D. C Ward No 6 of Dhading District, 

Jitpur V.D.C of Kathmandu District were the two main sites 

selected for conducting survey. These two sites are 

adjacent to Andheri Khola and Chhare Khola jungle where 

the monkeys were released in different installments. 

Interviews were also taken with people from Goldunga 

V.D.C and police and army staff from Modku Check Post at 

Highway.   

This board provides information about the survey site 



 
 
 
 

 

Socio Economic Background 

There are altogether 99 household in Chettre Deurali V.D.C with an approximate population of 

636. In this VDC, among the affected villages are Sona Village, Gharti Village, Gairi Village and 

Kakare Village.  The majority of households are engage in farming to support their livelihoods.  

Observations 

Observations of the released rhesus monkeys:   

1. The released monkeys are less scared of humans compared to wild monkeys.  They are 

not afraid of women, children or dogs 

2. The majority of released monkeys do not seem to have climbing skills as they spend 

much of their time on the forest surface 

3. Any kind of food is raided included onion, spinach, biscuits and local alcohol. The 

monkeys appear to be very hungry and unfamiliar with natural food acquisition skills 

4. Monkeys enter shops to drink water from vessels. They do not seem to have water 

obtaining skills  

Although the government in a statement has said the monkeys are being monitored, local 

people deny this. According to interviewees officials have left bananas on two occasions only.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Interviews 

Arjun Devkota, Police Officer at Modhu Check Post 

Devkota is a Police Officer at Modku Check Post, Goldhunga V.D.C of Kathmandu. According to 

him, the common problem villagers are facing in their locality is crop raiding by monkeys. 

Monkeys enter inside the local shops and steal whatever is found inside (biscuits, spinach, 

fruits). Monkeys also enter farmlands and destroy the crops on a day to day basis. Devkota 

added, άSince the last four months the problems of crop raiding has increased dramatically.  

Since I have heard that monkeys from Kathmandu have been released inside this park I assume 

they are the ones causing the trouble. I understand that more than 300-500 monkeys are 

released inside the park but we are unaware about the exact numbers. People from Kathmandu 

came three or four times to release monkeyǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  

Army Staff from Andheri Khola Check Post (wants to remain anonymous) 

According to the army officer forty Rhesus Monkeys have died inside the forest at Andheri 

Khola nearby to a water spring. He was called from Sona Gaun Check Post to bury the dead 

monkeys. He has no any idea regarding the cause of death. άǿe have buried altogether forty 

monkeys inside the forest, and I guess others will also die in near future, as those monkeys 

were kept in a ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ the jungleΣέ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

According to the officer 10 staff involved in burying the dead monkeys (4 Forest Officials, 4 

Army from Baikuntha Check Post, 2 Army from 

Sona Check Post). 

He also clarified that two or three dead monkeys 

were taken to Kathmandu by Forest Officials to 

investigate the cause of death.  

Hari Chandra Ojha from Sano Village, Chhattre 

Deurali Village Development Committee (VDC) 

According to Ojha two monkeys died inside Park 

a month earlier, but he has no any idea about 

the cause of death. ά¢he problems caused by 

monkeys have increased these days. My family 

members are dependent on farming but these 

monkeys have destroyed all the crops in our farmland. Previously wild boar were the only ones 

creates problems but now both wild boars and monkeys are ǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǇǎΦέ 

Interviewing locals 



 
 
 
 

According to Ojha a few months ago only few monkeys raided crops. Now there are more than 

400 monkeys inside the ParkΦ Ψ{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ is not enough food for them inside the park they raid 

ƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǇǎΣΩ ǎŀȅǎ hƧƘŀΦ 

People from Sano Gaun have to cross through the jungle to reach at Kathmandu City.  Ojha 

recounts that recently while he was on his way to his office, a group of monkeys blocked his way 

and he had to return home. There are also cases being recorded in which monkeys chase away 

students on their way to school.  

Pratap Tamang from Gairi Gaun of Chhattre Deurali VDC , Dhading 

Tamang is a farmer and he also works as a vegetable contractor. He job is to deliver vegetables 

in Army Post of Sano Gaun. He posseses four ropanis of land. Tamang has cultivated seasonal 

maize in his land. Half of his production has already been destroyed by monkeys.  

According to Tamang he has to guard his maize field around the clockΣ άǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ 

up farming rather than guarding the crops round the 

clock,έ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

Kathmandu came here and released many monkeys. 

Before only few entered into our farmland, and when 

we threw stones they immediately ran away. However, 

these monkeys are not afraid from humans. They even 

threaten my wife and children,έ ƘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ  

Tamang expressed his ŘƛǎǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΥ ά²e are striving 

day and nights to grow crops, but before harvesting they 

are raided by ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

from the government side. In these circumstances, how 

can I support Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΚέ 

He also shared that authorities failed to conduct consultation meetings with 

villagers prior to release of the monkeys. Local leaders too have not been 

invited by the concerned bodies.   

Shaila Tamang of Chhattre VDC 

Tamang owns a local shop in Sano Village. According to him, monkeys enter 

his shop and steal away biscuits, onion and spinach. άSometimes they enter 

into my shop and even drink hƻƳŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ όǊŀƪǎƘƛύΣέ ¢ŀƳŀƴƎ 

says. He thinks there are around 400-500 monkeys inside the Park. 

άMonkeys even entered into our vegetable garden and destroy all the 

Villagers use catapults to chase 
away monkeys  

Villagers are forced to buid watching stations in 
order to guard their crops round the clock 



 
 
 
 

vegetables, includingΣ ōŜŀƴǎΣ ŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛƴŀŎƘΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ŀƳŀƴƎΦ  

άThe concerned authorities and park officials have released monkeys inside the park without 

coƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀǿŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

government decision to release a lot of wƘŜǎǳǎ ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦέ 

He further adds: άDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ the loss we are facing. The 

monkeys should be send to other jungles where there is less conflict between humans and 

ƳƻƴƪŜȅǎΦέ 

Cases from Jitpur Fedi VDC, Thula Gaun, Kathmandu 

Toyanath Funyal 

According to Funyal monkeys are creating problems since last 20 years in his locality, especially 

crop raiding. According to him during the day monkeys are creating trouble while at night Wild 

Boar destroy the cropsΥ άWe are suffering 

day and nights just because of these two 

animals and nobody listen to our 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦέ 

Bhola Ghimire of Jitpur Fedi VDC 

According to Ghimire park officials came to 

his village to investigate the mysterious 

death of 35 monkeys inside the park. But 

the death of Monkeys remains still 

mysterious.  

 

 

 

 

Monkeys killed by humans 

According to locals of Gairi Gaun of Chhattre Deurali VDC, two monkeys were killed some 15 

days before by the locals. The monkeys were killed when they tried to enter into the village 

farmland. The death bodies were found at the bank of the river.  

Section inside the Park where the death of almost 40 monkeys were 
buried 


