Rhesudvionkey Survey
In Shivgouri Nagajuna National Park

Kathmandu, June 2010

Animal Welfare Network Nepal




Death Iin the Forest
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AWNN in a recent survey has found that the random release of at least 210
captive rhesus monkeys at Shivapuri Nagarjuna National Parohasly led to
the death of at leasB5 monkeys but has also greatly increased the human
macaque conflictThe numbeiof monkeys in the Parkccording to locals has
increased with at least 30Q%lumans faca high increase iarop raiding and
aggression from monkeyBeoplein Chhattre Deurali and Jitpur VAZe forced
to guard their crops day and niglithe monkey#$ave little fear of humans and
seem to suffer from hunger and distress.

The government or park authorities failed to inform and educate local
communities about the random monkey releasAsleast two monkeys have
already been killed by angry people. Ndlaarity has taken the complaints and
requests for compensation of the local communities serious. AWNN expects that
more monkeys will be killed by humans if the government does not take
immediate action.

Animal welfare organisations have lobbied for saintehabilitation since
February 2009 and are deeply disappointed aboutdtéocrelease of the
captive monkeys. AWNN urges the government to take immediate action to
prevent more monkey deaths and increased hurmaonkey conflict.

AWNN calldor the government to:



1. Publicise thecause of death of at lea85 monkeys monitor thesurviving
monkeys

2. Stop further releases of captive monkeys

3. Immediately recapture the released monkeysd treat sick individuals

4. Implement a scientific rehabilitation programme for therviving monkeys
according to international guidelines

5. Cooperate with animal welfare organisations and other stakeholders to
guarantee the wellbeing of the surviving monkeys in the process

6. Provide information and compensatido local communities in and around
the Park

Major findings

1. At least 3Gmonkeys have died inside the Park. They have been buried by
army and forest officers

2. No consultation has been carried out by the Park authorities or government
bodieswith local communitiegrior to releasingnonkeys inside th®ark

3. No monitoring of released monkeys seems to take place

4. Monkeys in the Park hardly fear humans and appear agitated and
distressed

5. People living in and around the Shivapuri Nagarjuna National Parks are
deeplydissatisfied with the releases and the lack of support to both
humans and monkeys

6. People in and around the National Park are seeking compensation for the
losses they have been sufferinipeir complaints are not taken seriously by
authorities

7. The released monkeyster human habitatMonkeys even enter it
shops and vegables gardensVionkeys at times blockingle paths barring
people

8. Atleasttwo monkeyshave been killed by locals

9. The umanmonkeyin and around the Parkas become so serious that
monkeys may be poisoned or killetherwise by irritated locals



Background

Animal Welfare Network Nepal (AWNN) since its inception in 2008 has coordinated the Stop
Monkey Business Campaidgainchedby Animal Nepal and Roots aBtioots Nepal in 2003
(later joined by Wildlife Watch Group)he groups mobilised the media and intational

groups and carried out various campaign activities. After filing a Public Interest Litigation
government committeen August 200@rdereda stay order. In November the Minister of
Forestsand Soil Conservation reinforcélte decision and tells leeders to release the

monkeys.

In April 2000AWNNwas alerted by reports from locals in the vicinity of Shivapuri Nagar
National Parkhat former captive rhesus monkeys released by the governmed0092010
were dying. The government in Decemi2809 released the first batch of 36 rhesus monkeys
kept at a breeding centteMore monkeys (a total of3D according to news repori210 to eye
witnesse$ were gradually released in the beginning of 204€cording to Wildlife Watch Group
the moment wouldbe ¥harked in the conservation movement Nepal as an important date as
X @ hisigi sfrong message to home and abroad that the presergmovent of Nepal and its
forest minister Mr. Deepak Bohara is firmly committed to stop monkey busthéss

Shiva Bj Bhatta, the spokesperson for the DNPWC (Department of National Park and Wildlife
Conservation)nformed Republica on January 24, 2010 that 30 seed monkeys had been
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AWNNIobbied for the scientific rehaliation of the captive monkeyas soon athe export of
simians to US labs was halted in 2088ce February 2008he network campaignedgainst

the random release of captive monkeys (see press reke@sannex 2and 3. On May 9, 2009,
Pramada ShalAWNN President said in an interview with Republica: "We are looking for
Rhesus Macaque rehabilitation expertise, additional funds and any other support that can help
in the successful reelease of all the 400 macaques in the wild. The rehabilitation edeh

monkeys will be a big step in the field of animal conservation. Since the ministry is positive, we
are hopeful that things would work as planned.”



AWNNduring negotiationsgreed with the Ministry to be involved in the management of a
rehabilitation pogramme and to bring in the needed technical assistance and fum@ctober

2009 a letter of intent to rehabilitate the monkeys was submitted to the Ministry of Forestry

and Soil Conservation and Department of Wildlife. Since in Nepal expertiaptide monkey
rehabilitation is limited, AWNN requested AAP Foundation Holland to provide the much needed
technical assistance.

The AAP tearduring a visit to Nepal in January 20i@wvever was denied access to the

breeding center. Bspite many attemptsanimal welfare experts and campaigners have not

been able to visit the Lele monkeys nor get the required informatiibtoday. Negotiations

about a joint rehabilitation project with the Ministry proofed unsuccessful, due to

miscommunication and an appafeli RS&AANB G2 Ww3ISG NARQ 2F GKS VY

The Himalayan Times on May 10, 2010 reported tltabeding to park officials, a group of

about 30 primatesvere found dead in the past two weekand thatthe cause of death remains

shrouded ifmystery.¢ | ¢ y238&8 GKFd WGKS SELISNIA&A o0StASHS
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adapt to the wild habitat and the remaining ones may also die as there is high competition in
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Chief Warden Gopal Bhattazaid that he serum of theleadmonkeys has é&en sent to the
laboratory test. Sincethennonewsl & 06SSy KSINR 02dzi GKS wyeadi:

Concerned about the deaths of randomly released monkeys at Shivapuri, AWNN decided to
research the general conditions in the national park and the conditions of the surviving
monkeys.

Methodology

In theperiod May 31 till June 3, 201Geam of volunteer researchers coordinated by campaign
coordinator Mahesh Sharn@onducteda survey in and aroun8&hivapuri Nagguna National

Park The surveyocused on thestatus of Rhesus Monkeys and perceptadriocalpeople

towards the government decision to randonrigleasehundreds of captiv&khesus Monkeys

kept at theLele Breeding Center.

According to details frorthe Wildlife Watch Grouphe following releases took place:

- December 18, 2009: 41 monkeys (31 admd 10 B) in the Chhahare Khola jungle



- February 10, 2010: 47 monkeys (32 adult and 15 F1)
- April 21, 2010: 83 monkeys (55 adult and 28if the Andheri Khola jungle
- April 22, 201039 monkeys (35 adults andr4)

The records of these four releasesre produced in the deeds in the presence of the
representatives of Shivapuri Nagarjuna National
Park and the representative of Nepal Biomedical
Research Cent¢dNBRC)According to Mr.
Prabeshman Shresth managing director diBRC
and Lele Monkey Breedj Center a lot of monkeys
were released on December 29, 2008h the
knowledge of Department of National Park and
Wildlife Conservation but without due notide the
management oShivapuri Nagarjuna National Park.

The team concluded th&10 monkeys were
randomlyreleased inside the Park, thus ignoring
scientific guidelines published in tikehabilitation and Reintroduction Plan of The World
Conservation Union (IUCMccording to news reports some 35 monkeys had died by the
middle of May2010.

The team carried out a3-days baseline survey to get insights from local dwellethe vicinity
of the ParkThe teamhasalso collected data on the lossid troubleincurredby locals due to
random releases of onkeys inside Park.

Survey Site

Chhattre Deurali V.D. C Ward No @dfading District,

Jipur V.D.C of Kathmandu District were the two main sites
selected for conducting survey. These two sites are
adjacent toAndheri Khola and Chhare Khola jungle where
the monkeyswere released in ffierent installments.

Interviews were also taken with people from Goldunga

. V.D.C and police and army stiatim Modku Check Post at
¢ sa..a:sz/v,ov]. Highway.
Ve TS fi

This board provides information about the survey site




Socio Economic Background

There are altogether 9Bousehold in Chettre Deurali V.Da@h an approximate population of
636.In this VDCamong the affected villages are Sona Village, Gharti Village, Gairi Village and
Kakare VillageThe majority of households are engage in farming to support their livelihoods.

Observations

Observatioms of the released rhesus monkeys:

1. The released monkeyse less scared of humans compared to wild monkeys. atey
not afraidof women, children odogs

2. The majority of released amkeysdo not seem to have climbing skills as they spend
much of their time on the forest surface

3. Any kind of food is raidemhcluded onion, spiach, biscuits and local alcohol. The
monkeysappearto be very hungry and damiliar with naturalfood acquisition skills

4. Monkeys enter shops to drink water from vessels. They do not seem to have water
obtaining skills

Although thegovernmentin a statement has saithe monkeysare being monitored, local
people denythis. According to interviewees officials have left bananas on two occasions only
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IERIENS

Arjun Devkota Police Officer at Modhu Check Post

Devkotais a Police Officeat Modku Check Post, Goldhunga V.D.C of Kathmandu. According to

him, the common problem villagers are facing in their locality is craprmgiby monkeys.

Monkeys enter insidéhe local shopand steal whateveis found insidgbiscuits, spinach,

fruits). Monkeysalsoenter farmland and destroy the cropsn aday to daybasis Devkota

added,éSince the lastour months the problemsf crop raidinchas increased dramatically.

Sincel have heard that monkeys from Kathmanigiave beerreleased inside this pailkassume

they are the ones causing the troubleinderstand thatmore than 306500 monkeysre

released inside the park but we areaware about the exact numbers. People from Kathmandu

came three or foutimestoreleasemokeyd AY RAFTFSNBY G AyaidlfyYSyidao:

Army Staff from Andheri KhHa Check Pogiwants to remain anonymouks

According to the army officdorty Rhesus Monkeys hawked inside the foresat Andheri

Khola nearbyo awater spring. He was called from Sona Gaun CReskto bury the dead

monkeys. He has no any idea regarding the cause of déa¢éhhave buried altogethefiorty

monkeys inside the forest, and | guess others will also die in near future, as those monkeys

were keptinaK2 YS | YR R2y Qi thejhdes K26 K822 F X WOSSANYal AROD

According to the officer 10 staifivolvedin burying the dead monkeys Ebrest Officials, 4
Army from Baikuntha Check PostA@myfrom
Sona Check Post).

He also clarified thatwvo or threedead monkeys
were taken to Katmandu by Forest Officials to
investigate the cause of death.

Hari Chandra Ojha fronsano Miage, Chhattre
Deurali Village Development Committee (VDC)

According taOjha twomonkeys died inside Park

a monthearlier, but he has no any idea about

the cause of deathi e problens caused by
monkeyshaveincreased these days. Mgmily

members are dependerdn farming but these

monkeys havelestroyed all the cropin our farmland Previously wild boar were the only ones
creates problemsut now both wild boars and monkeys axs- A RAy 3 2 dzZNJ ONER LJA ®¢




According to Ojha a few months agoly few monkeysaided crops. Nw there are more than
400 monkeys insidthe Parkd W { A yish& endougtsioas for them insidene park trey raid
2dzNJ ONRPLIAZIQ alé&a heKl o

Peoplefrom Sano Gauhave to cross through the jungle to reach at Kathmandu @ipa
recounts thatrecentlywhile he was on his way tas office, a group of monkeys blocked Wisy
and he had to returtnome. There ar@alsocasedeingrecorded in which monkeys chaaway
students on their way to school

Pratap Tamang from GaitGaun of Chhattre Deurali VDMhading

Tamangs a farmer and he also works as a vegetable contratterjob igo deliver vegetables
in Army Post of Sano Gaun. He possésur ropanis of landTamanghas cultivatedseasonal
maize in hidand. Half of his production haalready been destroyed byankeys.

Accordig to Tamandpe has to guard his maize fiebundtheclock & ¢S YA 3IKG Fa ¢S
up farming rather than guarding the crops round the

clocké KSaBlF KRS KSIFNR (KI G LIS2L
Kathmandu caméere and released many monkeys.

Before only few entered into our farmlan@nd when

we threwstonesthey immediately ran away. However,

these monkeys are not afrafdom humans. Thegven

threaten my wife and childred, KS FdzNI KSNJ I RRS

Tamangexpressed hiR A & & | (i A acfateStibing2 y Y @ 2
day and nights to growrops, but before havestingthey
areraidedbyY2y {1 Sead 2SS R2y QG 3IShH |y
from the government sideln these circumstances, how

Villagers are forced to buid watching statioria
order to guard their crops round the clock

canlsupportY@ Tl YAt & YSYOSNRERKE

He alscsharedthat authoritiesfailedto conductconsultation meetings with
villagers prior to release of @monkeysl ocal leaders too have nbeen
invited by tie concerned bodies.

Shaila Tamang of ChhattreDC

Tamangownsa local shop in Sano Village. According to him, monéetes
his shop and steal away biscuits, onion and spiné@bmetimes thegnter
into my shop and even drinkhYS YIRS f20Ff Ff 02K
saysHe thinks there ar@around 400500 monkeysnsidethe Park.

oMonkeys even entered into our vegetable garden and destroy all the

Villagers use catapults to chas
away monkeys




vegetables, including 6 Sl ya>X O0dzOdzYo SNE | yR aLIAyl OKzZé | 002

GThe concernedwthorities and park officials haveleased monkeys inside the park without
coyadzZf GAYy3 a0l {SK2ft RSNAQ YSSlOAy3Id tS2LXS tADAY
government decisionto release alotwfK S&d dza Y2y 1Seéa AyaiARS GKS LI N

He furtheraddsd D2 S NY YSy (i aK2dzZ R LINtRedbssRvE arelfacingd@hY LISy & |
monkeys shouldbe sendo other jungleswhere theae is lessonflict betweenhumans and
Y2y 1 Seéaode

Cases from Jitpur Fedi VPThula Gaun, Kathmandu
Toyanath Funyal

According ta~unyal nonkeys are creating problems since last 20 years in his loapecially

crop raiding. According to him duritige day nonkeys are creating troubMhile atnight Wild
Boardestroy the crop¥ Wéiare suféring
day and nights just because of these two
animals ad nobody listen to our
LINPOf SY& ®é

Bhola Ghimire of JitpuFedi \DC

According taGhimirepark officials came to
his village tanvestigate the mysterious
death of 35 monkeys inside the parBut
the death of Monkeys remains still
mysterious.

Section inside the Park where the death of almost 40 monkeys w4
buried

Monkeys killed by humans

According to locals of GaiBaun of Chhattre Deurali VD@0 monkeys were killed some 15
days before by the locals. The monkeys were killed when they tried to enter into the village
farmland. The death bodies were found at the bank of the river.



